Unite against Hate
Lesson Plan: Change the Headline!
About This Lesson
This lesson provides young people with the opportunity to explore the nature of hate crime, its impact on our society and to suggest ways in which individuals, society and government can address this. 

Learning Intentions

By the end of this lesson young people should be able to:

· explain what is meant by the term ‘hate crime’

· identify groups who can be affected by hate crimes in Northern Ireland

· describe consequences of hate crimes for society

· suggest ways in which individuals, society and government can work together to challenge hate crime

Opportunity for Skills Development

	Skill
	Activity

	Communication:  communicating viewpoints in a logical and coherent manner; participating in discussions
	Think, pair, share

Class discussion

	Problem solving:  thinking, and decision making
	‘Thin end of the wedge’ activity 

Post-it brainstorm

	Working with others
	Think, pair, share


Resources 

Resource Sheet 1
‘Change the Headlines!’

Resource Sheet 2
What is a hate crime?

Resource Sheet 3
‘Thin End of the Wedge’

Flipchart paper

Markers

Post-it notes

Preparation

Photocopy Resource Sheet 1 and 2 for each young person

Photocopy Resource Sheet 3 for each group (you may want to enlarge this to A3)

Time 45 mins 
Introduction
Distribute Resource Sheet 1 and ask the young people to look at the images and news headlines. Ask them to share their initial reactions to these images (i.e. what words or phrases come into their minds?). Record these words on a flipchart or the board (e.g. prejudice, racism, sectarianism etc.). Introduce the term ‘hate crime’ if this is not suggested by the young people. Explain the focus of this lesson and share the learning intentions.
Progression

1. Distribute Resource Sheet 2 and ask the young people to read it carefully. Use the following prompt questions to help the young people briefly explore the relationship between the terms recorded during the introduction:
· What causes prejudice?

· What can prejudice lead to?

· How do people show ‘hate’ in our society?

· Does hatred always lead to a crime? What else can it lead to?

· What do you think causes people to commit hate crimes? Etc.
2. Ask the young people to think about the types of people in our society who could be the victims of hate crimes.  Then ask them to discuss this in pairs and to generate as many ideas as possible before they share their ideas with the rest of the class.  Take feedback from the class and record their suggestions on the flipchart or board (Make sure that all the following groups are identified: people from different ethnic groups; people from different religious groups; people with disabilities; people with different sexual orientations). As groups are identified, ask the young people to give examples of any hate crimes they may be aware of from the news etc. that have been committed against individuals from these groups. 
3. Ask the young people to think about the impact hate crimes have on the individuals involved, their family and friends, their community and the wider community.
4. Place the young people into groups and distribute copies of Resource Sheet 3.

5. Ask each group to discuss the impact of hate crimes and to record their ideas on the work sheet in the appropriate sections.  (You can do this for ‘hate crimes’ in general or you could give each group a specific example to discuss)
6. When groups have completed this task ask them to feedback their ideas to the rest of the class. Use this feedback to emphasise the idea that one person in our community is affected by hate crime we are all affect by it.
7. Ask each group to think about how we can tackle hate crime and to suggest ideas for each of the following questions:
· What can individuals do to tackle hate crime and its causes? 

· What can society (e.g. schools, businesses, youth groups, churches, sporting organisations etc) do to tackle hate crime and its causes?

· What can the government do to tackle hate crime and its causes?
8. Ask the groups to record their ideas on individual post-its and to stick these on the board or flipchart under the headings of INDIVIDUALS, SOCIETY, GOVERNMENT. Draw out key suggestions.
If this lesson has followed a school assembly on the Unite against Hate campaign, then use this activity to remind the young people of the campaign and encourage them to sign the petition or leave a message on the message board on the campaign website www.uniteagainsthate.org.uk
If this lesson is not being used alongside a school assembly, then introduce the campaign at this point and encourage young people to sign the petition or leave a message on the message board on the campaign website www.uniteagainsthate.org.uk
9. Ask the young people to imagine what our society would be like if all of their suggestions were put into place effectively. Ask them, individually, to look again at Resource Sheet 1 and to ‘change the headline’ (i.e. write new headlines) to show what that type of society would look like.

Conclusion 

Conclude the class by asking a range of young person to come to the front of the class and read out their new headlines. Return to the learning intentions to summarise the lesson. End the lesson by reading out the Unite against Hate Call (see below) or by playing a recording of Tim McGarry reading the ‘Call’ or by playing the Unite against Hate Anthem (both downloadable from the website)
UNITE AGAINST HATE CALL 
People here are welcoming and friendly.

Let’s keep it that way! Let’s keep bigotry and hatred out here.

Respect everyone – no matter what their race, religion, disability or sexual orientation.

Recognise and respect difference. It’s our community, it’s our choice.

Let’s do it! UNITE AGAINST HATE!

Follow up activities
Young people could:

· Produce ‘Unite against Hate’ posters for the school

· Adapt the Unite against Hate Call to develop one specifically for the school

Teacher Notes

Hate crime is defined on Resource Sheet 2

The legislation covering hate crime is outlined below:

 Criminal Justice (No 2) (Northern Ireland) Order 2004
(1)      This legislation has been commonly referred to as Northern Ireland ‘Hate Crime’ legislation
 
(2)      Whilst no additional offences or powers have been created it does however provide a court with the power to increase sentences when an offence is aggravated by hostility based on the victims actual or presumed religion, race, sexual orientation or disability.
 
(3)      If the offence was aggravated by hostility, the court:
 
(a)  shall treat that fact as an aggravating factor (that is to say, a factor that increases the seriousness of the offence); and
 
(b)  shall state in open court that the offence was so aggravated.
(4)      For the purposes of this Article an offence is aggravated by hostility if:
 
(a)  at the time of committing the offence, or immediately before or after doing so, the offender demonstrates towards the victim of the offence hostility based on :
 
(i) the victim's membership (or presumed membership) of a racial group;
 
(ii) the victim's membership (or presumed membership) of a religious group;
 
(iii) the victim's membership (or presumed membership) of a sexual orientation group
(iv) a disability or presumed disability of the victim; or 
(b) the offence is motivated (wholly or partly) by hostility towards:
(i) members of a racial group based on their membership of that group; 
(ii) members of a religious group based on their membership of that group; 
(iii) members of a sexual orientation group based on their membership of that group;

(v) persons who have a disability or a particular disability.


















